
PAGOSA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
OPEN BURNING FIRE PERMIT APPLICATION, 

REQUIREMENTS & AGREEMENT 

An open-burning fire permit is required for all open burning conducted within the boundaries of the Pagosa Fire 
Protection District. To apply for an Open Burning Fire Permit, you must complete the following Application and 

Agreement. 

BE AWARE OF YOUR H.O.A. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS & RESTRICTIONS: 
1. GENERAL. Open burning shall be conducted under Sec. 307 of the 2009 International Fire Code. 
2. NOTIFICATION. You must notify County Dispatch at 970-731-2160 immediately before burning. 
3. RESTRICTIONS. Open burning shall only be allowed between sunrise and sunset and when 

atmospheric conditions comply with the set limits. ABSOLUTELY NO BURNING AFTER DARK. 
4. LOCATION. Open burning shall not be conducted within 50 feet of any structure, propane tank, or 

other sources of flammables or fuels. Conditions that could cause the fire to spread within 50 feet 
of a structure shall be eliminated before ignition. PERMIT IS ONLY VALID FOR THIS LOCATION. 

5. FIRE-EXTINGUISHING EQUIPMENT.  A garden hose connected to a water supply with adequate 
pressure or other approved on-site fire extinguishing equipment must be available for immediate 
use at open burning sites. 

6. ATTENDANCE. Burning material shall be constantly attended to from the time of ignition until ½ 
hour after the flames are extinguished by a competent adult, with a working telephone, who is 
knowledgeable in the use of the fire-extinguishing equipment and familiar with the permit 
limitations. An open burn may not be left unattended. The Pagosa Fire Protection District must be 
called IMMEDIATELY, by dialing 9-1-1, if the fire extends beyond the control area.   

7. SIZE. Brush and scrap wood may only be burned in a maximum of 3 piles at one time, with no one 
pile exceeding a 4X4X4 foot cube. Trash such as cardboard and paper products must be burned in a 
barrel with a screen over the opening. Burning of household garbage such as plastic, rubber, tires, 
furniture, or hazardous materials is prohibited at any time. Fire in a constructed fire pit is limited 
to a 2X2X2 foot cube. 

8. DISCONTINUANCE. The district is authorized to require the immediate extinguishment by the 
permit holder or other person responsible for open burning if the district determines that open 
burning constitutes or adds to a hazardous or dangerous condition, or is offensive or objectionable 
under Section 307.1 of the Fire Code 

9. VIOLATIONS. Any of the above conditions not met shall render the burn permit null and void and 
may result in the denial of future permit applications and both criminal and civil liability, including 
enforcement action by the District, Archuleta County, and the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. If the District is required to respond to an open burn that has become 
uncontrollable, the permit holder and/or landowner shall pay a fee based on an established 
schedule of fees. 
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